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 Happy New Year from the Bands of Wando!  This is an exciting time for us as we prepare for Region and All-State 

auditions, host a Symphonic Camp, perform at the state SCMEA conference, and prepare for Concert Festival 

performances.  I hope that you will support your child’s musical endeavors.  One of the most powerful messages that we 

can send to our students is, I think that what you choose to do is important.  What a wonderful affirmation in helping to 

shape young lives. 

 

I would like to congratulate three of our students -- Grace Law, Claire Bogdan, and Ivy White -- 

for being selected as members of the National Honor Band and Orchestra of America.  This is a 

tremendous honor for these three students and our band program.  I also want to congratulate 

each of the students who participated in the Region and All-County Band auditions.  Wando 

was well represented and our students did a wonderful job.  The All-State callbacks will be held 

in Lexington on January 21st, so our students will be feverishly working to prepare for those 

all-important auditions. 

 

I recently read a book by Tim Lautzenheiser entitled Music Advocacy and Student Leadership. 

In the book, Tim encourages all of us to not become complacent when it comes to supporting 

arts education in our local school districts.  At this point, we have tons of research and 

information that unequivocally supports the positive effects of music education in a student’s 

life. I would like to just mention a few: 

 

1. Music is intrinsic and in every individual; it is connected to the human spirit and the creative mind.   

2. Music opens the mind. Drs. Gordon Shaw and Frances Rascher (UC-Irvine) affirm every musician’s inherent 

knowing, but until now, not scientifically proven theory of access to higher levels of creativity in every form of 

learning based on the study of music. 

3. Music teaches more than music. Research has proven that music students score higher than their non-music 

counterparts in the areas of problem solving, reading comprehension, motor proficiency, spatial awareness, and 

listening skills. SAT scores are considerably higher in music students as compared to non-music participants.  

In addition, students learn collaborative teamwork through communication skills when involved in a thriving 

band program. 

4.    Music is the universal language. Cross-civilization communication continues to be at the forefront of our very 

existence. Music creates sensitive individuals dedicated to the harmony of mankind.  

 

I hope that you share my passion for the study of the arts and will not let it become a ―by-product‖ in the minds of our 

community leaders. 

 

Our annual Symphonic Camp will be held on Friday and Saturday, January 27th and 28th.  This is a mini-version of "band 

camp" for concert band and is one of the most important events of the year for us.  We're really excited about our 

clinicians: Larry Livingston from the University of Southern California, Scott Weiss from the University of South 

Carolina, and Jamie Weaver from Carrollton, Texas.  All three conductors will provide a fantastic musical experience for 

our students. If you ever have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me via the website or by calling the band 

office at 881-8257. 

 

Scott Rush 

Director of Bands 

Wando Band Boosters 2011/12 Newsletter 
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From the Band Boosters Presidents 
 

Happy 2012 to all the Wando Band and Guard families!  We hope everyone had a 

safe and wonderful holiday break.  It certainly was started off on the right foot in 

December by the Wando Band leading the Mt. Pleasant Christmas Parade.  It was 

a perfect December evening and hearing the band lead the parade helped get 

everyone in the holiday spirit!  And a few days earlier, the Holiday Pops Concert 

was AMAZING!!! 

 

We have a busy two months ahead of us.  And you thought things 

settled down after marching season!  We have Region Band 

auditions, All State Auditions and a Symphonic Camp in January. 

 In February we have BAND AIDE – a fun evening and an 

important evening for our band program!  This is a way to have 

fun with other band parents and at the same time financially 

support our wonderful program. We are still looking for 

donations for the event so please let Rebecca Imholz know if you 

have any items to donate.  We need everyone's support!  And we have a fabulous time!  Also in February our 

Symphonic Band will perform at the South Carolina Music Educators Association (SCMEA) conference.  

 

Thanks again for remembering to keep up with your Fair Share so we can keep our program running and we 

will see you ALL at BAND AIDE!! 

 

Chris and Mary Ruth Starr, president@wandobands.org 
 

 

Got Alumni? 
 

Former students and parents of former students, it’s time to join the Alumni 

Association for 2012. We are forming committees and would love to have you 

help! Please contact Vicki Holland at alumni@wandobands.org.  
 

 

 

From the Treasurer 
 

Thank you to everyone who is making payments toward your fair share.  The band’s financial status is very 

tight.  It is critical that every band and guard member continue to make your payments timely.  

 

Statements were sent at the end of December.  The statements did not include fair share credits for concessions 

or discount card sales.  If you did not receive a statement, please let me know (treasurer@wandobands.org).  

When you make a payment, put you student’s name and the purpose of any payments you make on your check.  

This is important to accurately maintain over 200 student accounts. 

 

Be sure to use fundraisers to help raise funds for your student’s Fair Share.   The Ways and Means Committee 

Chair, Sue Gonzales, can tell you about fundraising opportunities. 

 

If you have any questions about your student’s account, please send me an email. I hope to see you at Band 

Aide on February 3 at Alhambra Hall.  It’s always a fun time! 

 

Susan Barnhart, treasurer@wandobands.org  

mailto:president@wandobands.org
mailto:alumni@wandobands.org
mailto:treasurer@wandobands.org
mailto:treasurer@wandobands.org
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR HARMONY SPONSORS 
 

The Bands of Wando would like to again thank all of its Harmony business 

sponsors for supporting this year's program.  We're extremely fortunate that we 

live in such a great community where so many local businesses care and 

appreciate the music and arts programs at Wando. 
      

In this newsletter, we would like to bring special recognition to our seven "Instructor Level" sponsors.  Each 

one of these businesses has made a significant contribution to the program this year which has allowed it to 

continue running smoothly.  Please consider supporting their business in the near future!   

 

 
 

FEATURED DIRECTOR LEVEL SPONSORS: 
 

Piggy Wiggly - Today there are more than 600 Piggly Wiggly stores serving communities in 17 states. All 

Piggly Wiggly stores are independently owned and operated, and are located primarily throughout the Southeast 

and as far north as Wisconsin.  FUN FACT:  Piggly Wiggly's was the first grocery store to introduce the self-

service shopping concept that revolutionized the grocery store industry. 
 

Bojanglesô – Bojangles’ began in 1977 as the dream of operators Jack Fulk and Richard Thomas. They saw 

an opportunity to develop a quick-service restaurant chain based on three attributes: a distinctive flavor profile; 

wholesome, high-quality products made from scratch; and a fun, festive restaurant design with fast, friendly 

service. 
 

Bricco Bracco – Bricco Bracco is celebrating their 1st year in business this month by featuring some of their 

famous Italian cuisine.  The freshest ingredients, the finest herbs and only the best in pasta are used.  Dishes 

include lasagna, spaghetti, veal, chicken and eggplant Parmesan — there is sure to be a choice for even the 

pickiest eater. 
 

McDonald's - Since 1955, we’ve been proud to serve the world some of its favorite food. And along the way, 

we’ve managed not just to live history, but create it:  from drive-thru restaurants to Chicken McNuggets to 

college credits from Hamburger U and much more. It’s been quite the journey, and we promise this is just the 

beginning--we’ve got our hearts set on making more history. 

 

ONLY 3 WEEKS LEFT TO PURCHASE YOUR DISCOUNT CARD!   
 

The new 2012 HARMONY Discount Card is here!  It offers 36 amazing 

discounts to lowcountry businesses through the end of October.  

Unlimited usage for only$15.00 each.  DISCOUNTS on car care, 

restaurants, golf, household services, personal care, sporting goods and 

much more! Order yours today by sending an email to 

discountcard@wandobands.org.   

mailto:discountcard@wandobands.org
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From Ways & Means 

 

Ah, the excitement of the holidays is over for 2011, but a new year always brings a fresh start.  If you still need 

to contribute towards your Fair Share, there are still opportunities to earn credits: 

 

¶ Harmony Discount Card group sales have been going very well.  There are still two dates scheduled 

for group sales, January 14
th

 and February 4
th

, with multiple locations and shifts available.  You may 

also choose to sell cards on your own.  Please contact discountcard@wandobands.org to arrange pick up 

of cards for individual sales.   

¶ Spring Cheesecake and Yankee Candle Sale starts January 27
th

, with delivery in early March.  These 

are the delicious cakes and cookie dough that were sold in the fall.  Now that everything got eaten up 

over the holidays, it’s time for your customers to restock!  And remember that with Easter and Mother’s 

Day down the line, candles make great gifts. 

 

If you haven’t linked your grocery store cards yet, please take a moment to do so.  This is possibly the easiest 

way you can support the band, by doing something you do anyway: grocery shopping.  Harris Teeter cards can 

be re-linked online.  Our code is 5359.  Publix fobs can be picked up in store.  Bi-Lo enrollment cards are 

available at http://www.wandobands.org/3829%20WANDO%20BAND.pdf. Those can be brought to the 

cashier on your next Bi-Lo visit. 

  

Sue Gonzales, ways-means@wandobands.org  
 

 

 

Special Events in January/February 2012 
 

Sat, Jan 7: Region Band auditions, Summerville HS 

Sat, Jan 21: All-State auditions, Lexington HS 

Fri-Sat, Jan 27-28: Symphonic Camp, Wando HS 

Fri, Feb 3: BAND AIDE, Alhambra Hall 

Sat, Feb 4: Symphonic Band at SCMEA, North Charleston Convention Center 

Th-Sun, Feb 9-12: Wando Musical, Wando HS (PAC) 

Th-Sun, Feb 16-19: USC Band Clinic, University of South Carolina 

Fri-Sat, Feb 24-25: Region Band, Charleston Southern University 

 

   Fund-Raising Opportunities 

 

Discount Card Sale: through February 

Spring Cheesecake & Yankee Candle Sale: Jan-Feb 
 

 

 

From Communications 
 

Remember to like us on FaceBook. This is another 

spot to post announcements and share band-related 

information. It’s also where you can find photos and 

videos of band functions. Students, parents, and 

friends are welcome! 

 

Tom Thompson, communications@wandobands.org  

mailto:discountcard@wandobands.org
http://www.wandobands.org/3829%20WANDO%20BAND.pdf
mailto:ways-means@wandobands.org
mailto:communications@wandobands.org

