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Whoosh!  Can you feel the gust of air that just blew by called marching season?  It seems that it was only 

yesterday that we were greeting the new students, learning drill, perfecting show 

music, and battling the elements.  What started with a great deal of anticipation 

ended with our seventh consecutive state 5A Marching Band Championship and a 

top twelve finish at Grand Nationals!  Many thanks go out to every member of our 

team.  It takes an army of people to make this organization tick and we had 

extraordinary help this year.  This was truly a group effort and our students, 

parents, and staff should feel an overwhelming sense of pride in their 

accomplishments.  This group of students has truly been special because they 

understand the concept that hard work yields success.  What a wonderful life lesson 

to take with them as they mature into adulthood. 

 

In our giddiness to savor the moment, we must pause and remind ourselves why we are so enthusiastic about 

our band program, and what it means to our students.  Those lessons of life and the joy 

of creating the gift of music go well beyond the pride of accomplishment and the 

groupôs satisfaction of meeting our goals.  Music can only be explained by music; it is a 

language unto itself.  In many ways, it makes life worth livingéas one of our graduates 

recently put it, ñI canôt think of what my life would be like without music and band.ò  

When all is said and done, the real measure of a bandôs success will be determined by 

those students who have a new level of human understanding based on their relationship 

with music.  Your child is one of our most talented benefactors.  It is my hope that you, 

as a parent, share in the benefits of the time and financial commitments necessary for a 

thriving band program.   Providing private instruction is still the most enhancing gesture 

that you can contribute to this venture. 

 

Appreciation is extended for making this growth opportunity possible for ALL of our students.  I look forward 

to thanking you personally at our Holiday Concert on December 8
th
. 

 

Happy holiday season, 

 

Scott Rush, 

Director of Bands 
 
 

 

 

 

Images from the Walterboro Classic: 

 

Wando Band Boosters 2011/12 Newsletter 

November/December 
From Your Director of Bands 

 

Upcoming Dates to Mark on Your Calendar: 

Thursday, Dec 8 ï Holiday Concert (7:30 pm, Wando PAC) 

Sunday, Dec 11 ï Mt. Pleasant Christmas Parade (Time TBA) 

Saturday, Jan 7 ï Region Auditions (Summerville) 

Saturday, Jan 21 ï All -State Auditions (Lexington) 

Friday-Saturday, Jan 27-28 ï Symphonic Camp (Wando) 
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From the Band Boosters Presidents 
 

Wow, marching season is over and what a season it was. Thrilling. Musical. Passionate. What parent did not sit 

stunned and silent or even teary when Daedalus the father flew over the surface of the ocean to see his son 

Icarus floating, wings melted, dead in the water.  You too? Itôs OK. Take a 

second to reflect and be thankful for the memories. 

 

Whatôs next? Concert season! Mt Pleasant Christmas Parade, holiday concert, 

spring concert, percussion/jazz concert, auditions, and more. Remember that 

concert/symphonic band is the heart of the Wando Band program. So donôt 

think for a moment that the best is behind us this year.  Our students and the 

greater community that supports music education are in for a treat this winter 

and spring.  

 

Get involved. Stay involved. There are still plenty of activities to leverage your time and talents in support of 

our youth and the Bands of Wando. And when your work is done, take the time with us to enjoy the music.  

 

Chris and Mary Ruth Starr (president@wandobands.org)  
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th
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Coming February 3
rd

: Band Aide 
 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year, BAND AIDE, is quickly approaching. 

 

This year's event will take place Friday evening, February 3
rd

, at beautiful Alhambra Hall.  It will be a 

fun-filled evening of great food (Carrabbas is catering), adult beverages, an awesome DJ and light 

show, and the opportunity to bid on a variety of items from trips and entertainment packages to art 

work and much, much more! 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help make this another successful fundraising event.  We need 

assistance in the following areas:   

Decorations ï setting up the hall Friday afternoon 

Donations ï securing donations (particularly helpful if you cannot attend the event); and  

Clean up ï cleaning up the hall immediate after the event.   

 

More details will be forthcoming, but for now, SAVE THE DATE (February 3) and use this evening as 

a "night outò for your family, friends and colleagues. 

 

John and Rebecca Imholz (exofficio@wandobands.org)  
 

Attention Alumni! Do you know about the Wando Band Alumni Association? 

Contact Vicki Holland at alumni@wandobands.org for information.  
 

mailto:president@wandobands.org
mailto:exofficio@wandobands.org
mailto:alumni@wandobands.org
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From the Ways and Means Chair  
 

WOW, what an awesome marching season! Congratulations to all our kids, the staff, and parents!  We may not 

be seeing each other as often, but please keep in mind that band is not over and that the band family still needs 

you and your support for the rest of the year. 

 

¶ Fruit Sale ïPick-up is Dec. 10
th
 from 9-11 am at the St. George Warehouse.  We will need volunteers to 

help with orders ï contact Vicki Holland at alumni@wandobands.org if you can help. 

¶ Concessions ï Opportunities will be announced as they become available. 

¶ Spring Cheesecake and Yankee Candle Sale ï Starts mid-January; delivery before Spring Break. 

¶ Students can begin selling Harmony Discount Cards November 25
th
 to earn money towards their Fair 

Share.  Please contact discountcard@wandobands.org to pre-order cards for individual sales.  Group 

sales will begin in late December through January. 

¶ Don't forget to re-link your grocery store cards.  Harris Teeter cards can be re-linked online.  Our code is 

5359.  Publix fobs can be picked up in store.  Bi-Lo enrollment cards are available at 

http://www.wandobands.org/3829%20WANDO%20BAND.pdf. Those can be brought to the cashier on 

your next Bi-Lo visit. 

¶ Mark your calendars!  Band Aide is scheduled for Friday, February 3rd at Alhambra Hall.  

 

There are several chairs that need to be filled. Please contact me if you are interested in either of the following: 

* Spring Cheesecake Sale  * Yankee Candle (Spring) 

 

Sue Gonzales (ways-means@wandobands.org)  
 

 

Images from the October minicamp: 

 

�:�K�D�W�¶s online at wandobands.org? 

 

Did you know that the band website 

has a current calendar right on the 

homepage? Check rehearsal times 

and other upcoming events for the 

whole semester. The ñNews and 

Announcementsò section includes 

links to the photos and videos on the 

band FaceBook page (so you can 

view the galleries even if you donôt 

have a FaceBook account), as well as 

links to other band-related sites. 

 

The ñLoginò button at the top of the 

page will connect you to all the forms 

you might need for various band 

functions. Students can use their 

section passwords to get music. You 

can click on the ñHarmony Cardò 

image for a list of discounts, too. 

 

Visit the site and look around! 

mailto:alumni@wandobands.org
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